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of wandering in the wilderness, the Extremists were anxious to
return to the fold. As Phero2eshah and others had foreseen, they had
discovered that so long as they were kept outside the Congress, tfaeir
influence over the country was greatly circumscribed. They had
made frequent attempts at re-union, and suggested various ingenious
compromises; but the firmness and sagacity of some of the leaders of
the Congress, particularly in Bombay, had succeeded in keeping
them at arm's length.
Latterly, however, there was a growing desire to make up the
differences and close the ranks, and Gokhale, Madan Mohan Mala-
viya and others had shown themselves anxious to facilitate the
admission of their opponents on terms which would be acceptable to
them, and which would ensure at the same time the integrity of the
Congress. By Article XX of the Congress Constitution, the right of
electing delegates was strictly limited to certain recognized associa-
tions and public bodies. No one who did not subscribe to the creed,
and was not elected by such bodies directly or at public meetings
convened by them, could find admission as a delegate. The com-
promise favoured by Gokhale was that all associations which ac-
cepted the creed of the Congress, whether they were affiliated or not,
should have the right of election, either at their own meetings or at
public meetings held under their auspices. He was influenced by the
thought that the Extremists were beginning to see things from a new
angle and that a genuine rapprochement was possible. As he ob-
served in a letter to Bhupendranath Basu written from Poo&a on 14
December 1914, a fortnight before the Madras Congress:
When Pandit Madan Mohan Makviya and I and otters urged
at Calcutta three years ago that the right of electing delegates
should be restored to public meetings, held under auspices which
guaranteed the acceptance of Article 9 by those who took part in
the meetings, we were under the impression that oar Extremist
friends in the different provinces had by that time seen the ertor
of their ways and had come to realize that the only political work
possible in the existing circumstances of the country was oa the
lines of the Congress; that they wanted quietly to return to the
Congress fold, but that considerations of self-respect stood in tfaeir